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Thierry; Sacken was on the lower road at Mont-
mirail with orders to hurry to the junction of the
roads at La Fert6-sous-Jouarre and await Mac-
donald there; while Blucher himself was with the
Russian general, Olsufiev, at Etoges, and his
remaining forces, under Kleist and Kapzewitsch,
were still at Chalons.

Entirely unknown to the main army, the
scouting and information service of which was
beneath all criticism, Napoleon had branched off
from the Seine at Nogent, and, while Schwaxzen-
berg was still preparing in his usual leisurely
manner to outflank him, was hurrying north to
S6zanne where he concentrated his forces. S6z-
anne is due south of Champaubert and but a short
march from the little Paris road, along which
Blucher's troops were scattered.

On the Qth of February, with Napoleon already
within pouncing distance, Blucher had so little
reason to expect his approach that, when a request
came from Schwarzenberg for reinforcements, he
prepared to accede to it at once and to despatch
not only Kleist's corps, which Schwarzenberg had
mentioned by name, but the corps of Kapzewitsch
and Olsufiev as well. Schwarzenberg's panic was
due to the fact that while at last it had been
discovered that Napoleon had some enterprise
in hand, his true purpose was so misinterpreted
that Schwarzenberg believed he was preparing
to give battle to him, Schwarzenberg, at Nogent!

Blucher's present plight was caused by a regular